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Although summer is almost over, you still have a little time left to make this summer a 

special one for your family!  Go to the library…and the park for a picnic.  Make this a 

summer you and your children will remember.  Join a book club or start one of your 

own with your kids.  I love children’s literature.  I am currently rereading The Mixed up 

Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler, one of my favorite books.  I remember reading it 

with my son and daughter, now 39 and 32.  . 

 

I am sure you are in a panic now that we only have a few weeks before we begin 

school!  We are organizing our thoughts and getting a head start on things that we 

know will need to be done.  You might want to take a look at the Common Core expec-

tations for the grade levels you teach.  It will help if you know what your teachers are 

teaching in their classrooms.  Most of us are many years removed from the classroom, 

and, as the classroom teachers are being expected to bump things up to meet the expec-

tations of the Common Core, we must be teaching things at a much higher level than 

we have in the past. Be proactive in making your program defensible. 

 

While you are at it, think about something you would like to share at this year’s conference in Meridian.  It will 

be September 27th and 28th, with the preconference session to be held on Wednesday the 26th.  Rhonda Denton, 

this year’s conference chair, has many great plans for us and has received many exceptional proposals.  You can 

be sure that the conference will be excellent, but it would be even better if you share some of your wonderful 

ideas and projects. 

 

If you are new to presenting, you might want to consider presenting in a Poster Session or at the Carousel of 

Ideas.  In the poster session, you will develop a display board which will be on display during the conference.  

You will be assigned a time during which you will stand with your display and explain the project to teachers in 

a small group setting.  You might want to have a one-sheet explanation of the project or lesson.  This might be 

an excellent way to share social and emotional activities that you have found to be good with your kids, but it is 

not limited in any way.  It could just as easily be a really great field experience that you developed. 

 

The Carousel of Ideas will be held during lunch on Thursday and will feature round table discussions and shar-

ing sessions.  This session could be for a particular lesson that you r kids enjoy and that you want to share with 

others.  Remember, we LOVE getting ideas from each other.  The best idea I ever got was the Quizzle of the 

Week which Joyce Youngblood shared with me in 1980!  I don’t know if she still uses it, but I use it every week 

and share it with others in every workshop I do. 

 

If you have a great project that you do, submit a proposal for a full session!  We love seeing what you are doing 

in your classes.  I have been more fortunate than most because of the opportunities I have had to visit around the 

state.  Send in your proposals today for a Poster Session, the Carousel of Ideas, or a full session!  We can’t wait 

to hear from you! 

 

Would you like to be more involved in MAGC?  Let us know!  We are always looking for teachers around the 

state who are interested in serving on committees or helping with projects.  E-mail our Conference Chair, 

Rhonda Denton, at giftedva@hotmail.com if you would like to help out with this year’s conference.  We can use 

all the help we can get! 

 

Finally, if I can be of service to you or to your district in any way, do not hesitate to e-mail or call.  

Thank you for all you do to serve the needs of gifted children in our state. 

 

Carol Western Paola, Executive Director        Cwp1gab@aol.com              228-860-1763 

 

A Message from Carol Paola, MAGC Executive Director 

mailto:giftedva@hotmail.com
mailto:Cwp1gab@aol.com
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A Message from Melissa Pierce, Concepts Editor 

As Public Relations Chair for MAGC, I had the incredible opportunity to represent Mississippi at 

the 2012 NAGC State Affiliate Conference in Washington, D.C. The annual state affiliate confer-

ence gathers leaders of state gifted associations from across the country to discuss best practices in 

gifted education and advocate gifted education during congressional visits at our nation’s capital.  I 

can’t emphasize enough how honored I was to represent our state and  learn how our gifted pro-

grams stack up to the rest. Mississippi has made great strides for the betterment of gifted education 

through its legislation, teacher preparation, and funding, making us stand out among the best! How-

ever, as gifted educators, we cannot become complacent in our program design and delivery. With 

the implementation of Common Core State Standards, gifted educators must increase the rigor in a 

21st century learning environment. Technology, critical thinking, project-based learning, and per-

formance-based assessments are redefining general education, requiring teachers of the gifted to 

think even further outside the box. Join us for the 2012 MAGC Conference focusing on “The 21st 

Century Carousel of Learning,” where you will learn new ways to engage, educate, and entertain 

the 21st century gifted learner. See inside this special issue of Concepts for conference forms and 

information. 

 

Melissa Pierce, MAGC Concepts Editor 

 

 

Pictured here with Jane Clarenbach and Karen Yoho, NAGC 
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Join Us for the 2012 MAGC Conference! 

 

Going Back to the Queen City… 

Dr. Frances Karnes says she remembers the first statewide conference of the Mississippi Association for Tal-

ented and Gifted (MATAG) was held in Meridian. So, we are returning to our roots. I would like to invite 

you to the 38th annual MAGC Conference, September 26-28, 2012 at the MSU Riley Center in Meridian, 

MS. A performing-arts center, a conference center, an educational center, a major downtown restoration pro-

ject – these are all accurate ways to describe the MSU Riley Center.  

 Donna Welborn, Pre-Conference Chair, has planned another packed day of information regarding, 

“Working with Twice Exceptional Students”, Meeting Social-Emotional Needs of Gifted Students”, “Using 

a Matrix in the Referral Process for Diverse Populations”, “Dealing with Bullying”, “MDE Monitor Visit 

Updates”, and many more important referral issues.  

The Opening General Session will take place in the fully restored 1889 grand opera house theater that seats 

approximately 950. This session will be packed with information and celebrations. Chauncey Spears, Ad-

vanced Learning/Gifted Programs Division Director, will give us an MDE update on the changes in the Mis-

sissippi Gifted Regulations and Common Core/ Gifted Education. We will also have a short MAGC Busi-

ness session and an Awards Ceremony. There is no food or drink allowed in the Opera House Theater so 

please make sure you have breakfast before you attend the session. There will be snacks available in the con-

ference hallways following the General Session.  

Sessions will start Thursday following the General Session and continue through Friday around noon. The 

Riley Conference Center has built-in technical features for each session room with everything needed but 

your “flash drive”. Classroom 3-C on the third floor has desk seating for 50 attendees with plugs for your 

laptops so we are planning to offer many sessions using technology. Since we are in an “art related venue” 

we also will be offering many sessions emphasizing integrating the Arts into the gifted curriculum. Of course 

there will be many other sessions regarding Social/Emotional Needs, Special Populations, Research, Leader-

ship/Community Service and Parent Affiliate Groups. 

We also will have a special treat from the Mississippi Arts Commission. Althea Jerome and Katherine Lewis 

have written a unit on Mississippi Watersheds which includes a book, Watersheds and Me. They will present 

this unit two times on Thursday and will give a book to each attendee however, there is a limit of 30 atten-

dees per session.  

You do not want to miss the “Carousel of Ideas” during lunch time. It will be held in the Studio Theater with 

around 15 ideas that you can carousel to every 10-15 minutes while you eat your boxed lunch. We are going 

to try something new this year called, “Poster Sessions”. If you have ever attended NAGC then you are fa-

miliar with the concept. At planned times, which will be listed in the Conference Program, you can attend a 

“poster session”. This will be 15-20 minute sessions of good information that you can take home with you. 
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We will probably not be able to offer CEUs for “poster sessions” or the “carousel of ideas” but none the 

less, you need to check them out. If you are interested in being a presenter in the “Carousel of Ideas” 

contact Cindy Steven-Pheal at cindy.stevenpheal@lamarcountyschools.org or if you would like to pre-

sent a “Poster Session” please contact Svetlana Lucas at Svetlana.lucas@yahoo.com  Participants will 

receive a $25 reduction in Conference Registration Fees. 

 

Thursday night we will have “Family Night” Activities from 6:00-7:30 p.m. Svetlana Lucas, our Parent 

Affiliate Chair will speak to parents about how to be advocates for their gifted child’s education and how 

to form parent affiliate groups. Then we will have hands-on fun activities sponsored by the surrounding 

schools districts for parents and their children. We will also have our MAGC Advisory Board and Past 

Presidents meeting from 6:30-7:30 p.m. on Thursday night, Joyce Youngblood will be in charge of the 

meeting.  

 

Tamara Drake is working on the Silent Basket and Art Auction. Each district will need to bring a gift 

basket and also a piece of artwork.  Please email her at tdrake@jackson.k12.ms.us  for more information.   

Debbie Holt has been working hard on getting vendors that meet the needs of our conference. The Riley 

Center has a great Exhibit Hall which can accommodate 30 8x8 spaces which we hope to fill with materi-

als relevant and needed in a gifted program.  

 

This is going to be an exciting confer-

ence. Make your plans now to attend. 

I will be sending out a MAGC Con-

ference Newsletter the first week in 

August which will include conference 

schedules, reminders, and forms 

needed to register for the conference.  

 

Rhonda Jo Denton 

President Elect and Conference Chair 

mailto:cindy.stevenpheal@lamarcountyschools.org
mailto:Svetlana.lucas@yahoo.com
mailto:tdrake@jackson.k12.ms.us
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2012 MAGC Conference Registration  
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2012 MAGC Conference Carousel of Ideas  &  Poster Sessions 

NEW! 
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Best Western Meridian 

2219 South Frontage Road 

601-693-3210 

1-800-528-1234 

www.bestwestern.com 

 

Hilton Garden Inn 

109 US Highway 11 and 80 

601-485-3506 

1-866-693-4004 

www.meridian.hgi.com 

 

Holiday Inn Meridian 

100 North Frontage Road 

601-693-0160 

1-800-465-4329 

www.lalaenterprises.com 

 

Comfort Inn 

701 Bonita Lakes Drive 

601-693-1200 

1-800-424-6423 

www.lalaenterprises.com 

 

Country Inn and Suites 

538 Bonita Lakes Circle 

601-693-3110 

1-888-201-1746 

www.countryinns.com 

 

Days Inn 

145 US Highway 11 and 80 East 

601-483-3812 

1-800-329-7466 

www.daysinn.com 

 

Drury Inn and Suites 

112 US Highway 11 and 80 East 

601-483-5570 

1-800-378-7946 

www.druryhotels.com 

 

 

 

 

Hampton Inn 

103 US Highway 11 and 80 
East 

601-483-3000 

1-800-426-7866 

www.hamptoninn.com 

 

Holiday Inn Express 

1399 Roebuck Drive 

601-581-4777 

1-800-465-4329 

www.lalaenterprises.com 

 

Jameson Inn 

524 Bonita Lakes Drive 

601-483-3315 

1-800.526.3766 

www.jamesoninns.com 

 

La Quinta Inn 

1400 Roebuck Drive 

601-693-2300 

1-800-531-5900 

www.laquinta.com 

 

Microtel Inn & Suites 

518 Bonita Lakes Drive 

601-553-8100 

1-800-771-7171 

www.microtelinn.com 

 

Quality Inn 

1401 Roebuck Drive 

601-693-4521 

1-800-521-2121 

www.lalaenterprises.com 

Meridian Hotels 
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Holiday Inn Meridian  Group Rate  $99.00 

100 North Frontage Road  *50 Rooms Blocked 

601-693-0160 

1-800-465-4329 

www.lalaenterprises.com 

 

 

Holiday Inn Express   Group Rate  $91.00 

1399 Roebuck Drive   *30 Rooms Blocked 

601-581-4777 

1-800-465-4329 

www.lalaenterprises.com 

 

 

Comfort Inn    Group Rate 76.50 

701 Bonita Lakes Drive  *30 Rooms Blocked 

601-693-1200 

1-800-424-6423 

www.lalaenterprises.com 

 

 

 

Quality Inn    Group Rate   $65.00 

1401 Roebuck Drive   *50 Rooms Blocked 

601-693-4521 

1-800-521-2121 

www.lalaenterprises.com 

 MAGC Conference - Hotel Group Rates 

The following Meridian hotels are offering a group rate* for MAGC conference attendees.  

Deadline to receive group rate is August 26, 2012. 
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2012 Conference Vendor Information 

To: Prospective Vendors for the Mississippi Association for Gifted Children (MAGC Conference 

September 26-28, 2012 

From: Deborah Holt, Vice President MAGC      18032 Allen Road, Long Beach, MS  39560 

March 5, 2012 

Dear Vendors, 

We are now planning the Mississippi Association for Gifted Children Conference to be held September 
26-28, 2012, at the MSU Riley Center in Meridian, Mississippi. We will be using the Riley Center Exhibit 
Hall, which is set up for the purpose of vendor sales. The Exhibit Hall is located on the first floor of this 
beautiful, state-of-the-art, multi-functioning facility which is graced with the splendid architecture and 
style of a bygone era. Since the Exhibit Hall is located on the first floor, there is a loading dock that is 
available on the level for you to load and unload all of your materials, as this is your responsibility.  

A few things that may be different this year in regards to vendors and your space are that we are selling 
8 x 8 spaces for $130.00 each. You may have 1-3 tables in each space, but you cannot go over into 
someone else’s space. You may buy as many 8 x 8 spaces as you wish and indicate on the form how 
many tables you need in each space. We will not be using pipe and drape to divide spaces this year. All 
spaces have access to electrical outlets. . On the form, you will be able to indicate your 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 
choice in vendor space. Space is limited, so it will be assigned on a first-come basis.  

There are a variety of hotels/motels located near the MSU Riley Center or others located in the city of 
Meridian. Attached is a list of hotels/motels that will give a “conference hotel rate” and are in close 
proximity of the Riley Center. When making your reservation at these hotels, you must mention 
Mississippi Association for Gifted Children to receive the special rate. You must make your reservations 
no later than August 26, 2012 to receive this rate. 

You may set up your vendor space any time after 12 noon on Wednesday, September 26, 2012. There 
will be a pre-conference event being held on Wednesday, September 26, 2012, from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 
p.m. On Thursday, September 27, the first general session of the conference will begin at 8:00 a.m. and 
breakout sessions will continue throughout the day until 5:00 p.m. The conference will continue on 
Friday, September 28, from 8:00 a.m. until 12 noon. Vendor spaces will be open to the participants 
during the whole conference.  

Packages may be sent to the MSU Riley Center, 2200 Fifth Street, Meridian, MS 39301. Please do not 
send packages prior to September 23, 2012.  

Attached you will also find an Application and Contract for Vendors. The signed contract with fee is due 
to me no later than Friday, August 31, 2012. If you plan to submit a proposal to present, you will need to 
submit a registration form. As a paid vendor, the registration and membership fees would both be 
waived. Proposal and registration forms are included for your convenience.  

Thank you so much for your support of gifted children and those who teach them. We look forward to 
having you as an exhibitor at the 2012 conference. 

Deborah Holt 

Vice President, Mississippi Association of Gifted Children 2011-2012 
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MAGC 2012 Conference September 26-28, 2012                                                                 
 The Riley Center     2200 Fifth Street      Meridian, MS   39301                                                                                                                

Application and Contract for Exhibitors 

Company/Organization _____________________________________________ 

Exhibitor Contact __________________________________________________ 

Address ________________________City _________________State _____   Zip __________ 

Phone (    ) ________________Fax (   ) __________________Email ____________________ 

Description of Product or Service _____________________________________ 

We would like to participate as a vendor/exhibitor at the MAGC Conference at the Riley Center on September 
26-28, 2012, in the following ways: 

Exhibit Hall   Due $130 per 8 x 8 
space 

Total Amount 

Number of Vendor Spaces Desired          

Number of Tables (1-3 only) Needed in Vendor Space    

First Choice Vendor Space (reference number marked on 
map provided) 

   

Second Choice Vendor Space (reference number marked 
on map provided) 

   

Third Choice Vendor Space (reference number marked on 
map provided) 

   

     

Conference 
Program Ad 

$25.00 (one-
fourth page) 

$50 (one-half  
page) 

$100 (full page) Total 
Amount 

Advertisement  
total 

    

 

Sponsorship Refreshments for 
break 

Speaker Total 
Amount 

Dollar Amount    

 

Door Prizes and 
Items for 
Conference Bags 

Gift Certificate(s) with 
catalog 

Actual prizes Total 
Quantity 

Quantity    

    

_______ Enclosed is my check payable to MAGC in the amount of      $__________ 

Please note the following information: 

 Neither MAGC nor The RileyCenter will assume liability for materials in the display area 

 This is a conference center therefore you will be responsible for unloading/loading  your materials 

PLEASE SIGN AND MAIL YOUR CHECK TO: Deborah Holt,18032 Allen Road, Long Beach, MS 39560 

_____________________________________________________________                                                     

 (Signature of contact person)     (Date) 
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Conrad Castle Teacher Grant (CCTG) 

Sponsored by Mississippi Association for Gifted Children (MAGC) 

 

The Conrad Castle Teacher Grant was developed in 2010 by Mississippi Association for Gifted Children 

to honor Dr. Castle’s dedicated service to the gifted children of Mississippi and to assist teachers of 

gifted children in the acquisition of appropriate materials designed to challenge intellectually or 

academically gifted children. 

• The CCTG may be awarded in one of two areas: regular education classroom materials or gifted 

education classroom materials. 

• The total of the grant is $400.00. 

 

GRANT REQUIREMENTS: 

Regular Education Classroom Materials 

• Mississippi regular education classroom teachers who teach eligible intellectually or academically gifted stu-
dents in the public schools in Mississippi may apply. 

• The purpose of the instructional materials must clearly demonstrate the teacher’s intent to teach content to 
the gifted student(s) that is in addition to and different from the regular curriculum. 

• It must be demonstrated that instructional materials focus on the interest area(s) of the gifted student(s) and 
meet the advanced instructional level of the student(s) for whom the grant is being submitted. 

• Field trip experiences may be the focus of the grant, if evidence of student interest and need are clearly 

demonstrated. 

• The materials may be technology based. 

• Instructional materials must be non-consumable. 

• The regular education teacher submitting application for the CCTG must have letter(s) of support from the 
principal and a gifted education teacher of the school where the applicant teaches. 

 

Gifted Education Classroom Materials 

• Mississippi gifted education teachers who teach intellectually or academically gifted students in the public 
schools in Mississippi may apply. 

• The purpose of the instructional materials must clearly demonstrate the teacher’s intent to teach content to 
the gifted student(s) that is in addition to and different from the regular curriculum. 

• It must be demonstrated that instructional materials focus on the interest area(s) of the gifted student(s) and 
meet the advanced instructional level of the student(s) for whom the grant is being submitted. 

• Instructional materials must be non-consumable. 

• Field trip experiences may be the focus of the grant, if evidence of student interest and need are clearly 

demonstrated. 

• The materials may be technology based. 

• The gifted education teacher submitting application for the CCTG must have a letter of support from the 
principal of the school where the applicant teaches. 



MAGC Concepts!  Spring/Summer 2012 Volume 26, Number 1                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 13 

Application 

Conrad Castle Teacher Grant 

Sponsored by Mississippi Association for Gifted Children 

 

 

Name of applicant _____________________________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Home phone __________________________ Cell phone ______________________________ 

Email Address ________________________________________________________________ 

Teaching Certification Type ______________________________________________________ 

District and School of Employment ________________________________________________ 

School Address ________________________________________________________________ 

School phone _________________________________________________________________ 

School email address ___________________________________________________________ 

Number of years teaching (total) __________________________________________________ 

Number of years teaching gifted (if applicable) _______________________________________ 

Grade level (s) currently teaching _________________________________________________ 

Please provide the classroom type and general environment in which the materials will be used: 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Describe the student(s) for whom the materials are focused. Include type of gifted eligibility and areas 

of interest the materials are designed to meet and the grade level and instructional level of the student(s). 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Clearly and concisely explain why these materials cannot be purchased by the local school. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Explain how the use of these materials will meet the requirement that they be in addition to and different 

from the regular classroom materials. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Provide the following documentation: 

1. Copy of Teaching Certificate and Gifted Education Certification (if applicable) 

2. Copy of the student(s) Gifted Eligibility(ies) form and a statement from the parent(s)/guardian(s) 

providing permission for this document to be shared with the grantor(s) of the CCTG. 

3. Copy of the student’s(s’) Interest Inventories for whom the materials will be purchased. 

4. Purchase order identifying the source(s) to be used to obtain the materials, items to be purchased, 

amount of materials, and costs. 

Applications must be received by the Vice President of MAGC by the 10th of September in the year of 

the application. 

Following the award of the CCTG, the award winner of the grant must provide MAGC with the 

following: 

• Paid invoices totaling the award of the grant 

• A statement from the award winner describing the use of the materials 

• A statement from the principal of the award winner describing the effectiveness of the materials 

• A statement from the student(s) using the materials as to the benefit of the materials 

This documentation must be received by the Vice President of MAGC by the end of the academic year of 

the application. If the documentation is not provided, teachers from the school district in which the 

applicant taught at the time of the award will no longer be eligible for this grant 
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For More  

Information,  

Contact  

The Frances A. 
Karnes Center for 

Gifted Studies  

University of  

Southern  

Mississippi  

118 College Drive 
#8207 Hattiesburg, 

MS 39406-0001 

Phone 
601.266.5236  

 

E-mail: 
gifted.studies@us

m.edu 

 

Web site:  

http://
www.usm.edu/

gifted 

 

 

Announcements from the Karnes Center 

DAY OF SHARING FOR TEACHERS OF THE GIFTED 

OCTOBER 26, 2012 

 

 The Day of Sharing for Teachers of the Gifted will be held on Friday, October 26, 

2012, at the Union in rooms A and B on the University of Southern Mississippi Hatties-

burg campus. This conference, sponsored by The Frances A. Karnes Center for Gifted 

Studies, is designed to educate teachers on current curriculum and instructional issues in 

gifted education. Teachers of the gifted, regular education teachers, psychologists, and 

administrators are encouraged to attend.  There is no cost for the conference. 

 

  Dr. Kevin Besnoy, Assistant Professor, Gifted and Talented Education at The 

University of Alabama Department of Special Education and Multiple Abilities Program 

will be the keynote speaker. He will present Steps to Being a More Efficient Digital Citi-

zen.  

 

  Immediately following lunch, teachers will be given time to share activities and 

ideas. Teachers should indicate their intent to share materials on their registration form.  

For more information, contact The Frances A. Karnes Center for Gifted Studies at 

601.266.5236, or gifted.studies@usm.edu.  Information may also be found on our Web 

site, http://www.usm.edu/gifted. 

 

 

 

 

PARENTING GIFTED CHILDREN CONFERENCE XXIV 

OCTOBER 27, 2012 

 

 The Frances A. Karnes Center for Gifted Studies at The University of Southern 

Mississippi will hold its 24th Annual Parenting Gifted Children Conference on October 27, 

2012. The conference is offered to assist parents and other concerned adults to better un-

derstand the unique intellectual, academic, and social-emotional needs of the gifted and 

talented.  It will be held in Joseph A. Greene Hall on the Hattiesburg campus of The Uni-

versity of Southern Mississippi.  The cost of attendance is $30. 

 

 Dr. Kevin Besnoy, Assistant Professor, Gifted and Talented Education at The 

University of Alabama Department of Special Education and Multiple Abilities Program 

will be the keynote speaker. He will present Steps to Being a More Efficient Digital Citi-

zen.  

 

   Don’t miss this opportunity to meet leaders in gifted education. For more infor-

mation please call 601.266.5236, e-mail gifted.studies@usm.edu, or visit our Web site at 

http://www.usm.edu/gifted. 

 
 

http://www.usm.edu/gifted
http://www.usm.edu/gifted
http://www.usm.edu/gifted
http://www.usm.edu/gifted
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CAREER EXPLORATIONS FOR GIRLS CONFERENCE 

November 10, 2012 

 

The Fourth Annual Career Explorations for Girls Conference will be conducted on 

the Hattiesburg campus of The University of Southern Mississippi on Saturday, Novem-

ber 10, 2012, from 8 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. The conference is open to all girls in grades 7-12 

and each girl must be accompanied by her mother or another adult female. Girls do not 

need to be enrolled in gifted education to attend. Dr. Ann Blackwell will be the keynote 

speaker. Her topic will be Have a Successful Tomorrow by Preparing Today. Several 

distinguished presenters will offer practical information to help girls plan for their edu-

cation and entry into prospective careers. Careers to be discussed include business, sci-

ence and technology, health care, communication, interior design, education, military 

service, art, psychology, law, music, and sports. 

 

On the day of the conference registrants should sign in from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. in Jo-

seph A. Greene Hall.  There is no charge for the conference, and lunch is included. The 

conference is co-hosted by The Frances A. Karnes Center for Gifted Studies and the 

Spirit of Women at Forrest General Hospital. 

 

To register for the conference, please call The Frances A. Karnes Center for Gifted 

Studies at 601.266.5236 or visit our Web site at http://www.usm.edu/gifted. 

 

 
 

 

SATURDAY GIFTED STUDIES PROGRAM  

JANUARY 19 – MARCH 2, 2013 

 

The Saturday Gifted Studies Program, co-sponsored by the Frances A. Karnes Cen-

ter for Gifted Studies, Purple Parrot Café, Crescent City Grill, and Coldwell Banker, 

will be conducted January 19 - March 2, 2012 at The University of Southern Missis-

sippi.  The program is designed to enhance cognitive and affective abilities of gifted 

students through planned enrichment/acceleration programming.  The courses are sched-

uled for 9 a.m.-noon on each of the seven consecutive Saturdays. The application dead-

line is November 15, 2012. 

 

Applications may be obtained through local school personnel or online at http://

www.usm.edu/gifted. For more information, contact The Frances A. Karnes Center for 

Gifted Studies, at (601) 266-5236, or gifted.studies@usm.edu. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.usm.edu/gifted
http://www.usm.edu/gifted
http://www.usm.edu/gifted
mailto:gifted.studies@usm.edu
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Press Release 

Dr. Frances A. Karnes, distinguished university professor at the University of Southern Mississippi, and 

Dr. Kristin R. Stephens, assistant professor at Duke University, have co-edited another book in the Prac-

tical Strategies Series in Gifted Education published by Prufrock Press.  The book, Language Arts for 

Gifted Learners, was authored by Lauren Miller and Emily Lubkert, two elementary teachers, writing 

specifically for classroom teachers.  Language arts is a complex subject area that includes multiple do-

mains (reading, writing, speaking, and listening) and can be infused into many other content areas 

throughout the school day.  Students who are gifted in any area of the language arts need consistently 

challenging and stimulating instruction.  Designed to be an initial resource for teachers seeking to add to 

their instructional repertoires, it provides specific strategies that teachers can use to meet the needs of 

their gifted students both in the language arts classroom and beyond. 

 

Press Release 

Dr. Frances A. Karnes, distinguished university professor at the University of Southern Mississippi, and 

Dr. Kristin R. Stephens, assistant professor at Duke University, have co-edited another book in the Prac-

tical Strategies Series in Gifted Education published by Prufrock Press.  The book, Science Strategies 

for Students with Gifts and Talents, was written by Dr. Michael S. Matthews, associate professor of 

gifted education at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte.  Effective teaching and learning in sci-

ence is vital to our economic future and to our ability to perform effectively as citizens in a democratic 

society, but all too often, science education in the schools is not as effective as it might be.  This book 

examines some common pitfalls in how we teach science in schools and then suggests ways teachers 

can improve their practices in this area.  Specific sections cover elementary, middle, and high school 

science instruction, with a focus on how teachers can be effective in meeting the needs of the academi-

cally advanced and high-ability learners in their classrooms at each of these levels. 

New Publications from Karnes Center 
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GRADUATE DEGREE IN CURRICULUM, INSTRUCTION, AND SPECIAL EDUCATION  

WITH AN EMPHASIS IN GIFTED EDUCATION 

 

The University of Southern Mississippi and the Department of Curriculum, Instruction, and Special 

Education offer masters, specialist, and doctoral degrees with an emphasis in gifted education. Five 

courses are offered for anyone interested in beginning an advanced degree program or in earning certi-

fication to teach the gifted. 

 

SPE 560 Characteristics of the Gifted      

SPE 661 Methods and Materials for Teaching Gifted Students 

SPE 662 Curriculum Development in Gifted Education 

SPE 663 Atypical Gifted Students 

SPE 664 Practicum with Gifted Students 

 

The Frances A. Karnes Center for Gifted Studies at The University of Southern Mississippi has 

$500.00 scholarships available for persons enrolled in graduate degree programs in gifted education for 

the summer of 2013. To qualify, the student must meet the admission requirements of the university for 

masters, specialist, or doctoral programs with an emphasis in gifted education. Consideration will be 

given to graduate students in specialized programs in elementary and secondary schools and for the 

college and university positions in the field of gifted education. For more information contact The 

Frances A. Karnes Center for Gifted Studies at The University of Southern Mississippi, 118 College 

Drive #8207, Hattiesburg, MS 39406-0001 or (601) 266-5236, gifted.studies@usm.edu. 

mailto:gifted.studies@usm.edu
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Gifted Teacher and Student News 

4th grade workshop students at Petal Elementary School created their 
own friendship bracelet companies through the BizWorld program. 
The students spent 13 weeks learning about starting a business and 
becoming entrepreneurs. At the end of the program, the students 
held a sales bazaar and sold all of their friendship bracelets to raise 
money for the March of Dimes. The students raised $500.00 for the 
March of Dimes in honor of PES student Lane Brewer.  

The Bizworld Program is an excellent teaching tool for gifted educa-
tors. It addresses many of the 21st Century Skills such as communica-
tion, collaboration, innovation and ethics. The Bizworld Foundation's 
mission is "To challenge and engage children across the cultural and 
economic spectrum through experiential learning programs that 
teach the basics of business, entrepreneurship, and money manage-
ment, and promote teamwork and leadership in the classroom." To 
learn more about this program and free materials available, visit 
www.BizWorld.org . 

Mary Smith Roberts is a gifted education teacher at Petal Elementary 
School, who was recently nominated "Teacher of the Month" by the 
Bizworld Foundation for her contributions to the to the friendship 
bracelet sales bazaar where students raised $500.00 for the March of 
Dimes. She received a $250.00 gift card as well as recognition of her 
award on the Bizworld Foundation facebook page. 

Petal  Elementary 4th Grade Gifted Students learned about business and marketing  

through the BizWorld Foundation and raised $500.00 for March of Dimes! 

http://www.BizWorld.org
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 21  
Mississippi’s National History Fair  

Winning  Teams 

Gifted students from the Pascagoula School 

District recently participated in Mississippis's 

National History Fair. Colmer Middle School's 

Kendal Eubanks, Parker Jones, Reece Laws, 

and Ashley Murphy won 2nd place for a Junior 

Group Documentary. Summer Beale, another 

CMS gifted student, was presented with a 

Spirit of History Day award. Many Trent Lott 

Academy students were also named winners at 

NHD. Hunter Blades and Noah Williams won 

first place for a Junior Group Website. Freder-

ick Reynolds won 2nd place for his Junior In-

dividual website. TLA also took home 3rd 

place for a group website created by Bailey 

Bass, Kaitlyn Parker, and Audrey Sykes. Other 

awards were presented to Frederick Reynolds 

from the World War II Society, Hunter Blades 

for "The Spirit of History Day", and 3rd place 

for "Best School" to Trent Lott Academy. 

 Congratulations to all! 
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Gifted Teacher and Student News 

MPEUE LIFT Students Explore Mississippi 

LIFT Students at Moss Point Escatawpa Upper Elementary recently completed a unit of study 

about the state of Mississippi. During this study, each student completed a project about a famous 

Mississippian, wrote and published a book of Mississippi fables, and visited Jackson, the State 

Capitol. The students also participated in classroom Quiz Bowl competitions, in order to learn facts 

about their state.  

The book of fables that was published “UpLIFTing Mississippi Fables”, contain original writings 

by the students that center on morals, animals, and customs that are indicative to various areas of 

the state. During their study of famous Mississippians, the students shared excerpts of their fables 

with Robert Khayat, former Chancellor of The University of Mississippi. Research about the life 

and career of Mr. Khayat was conducted by Diona Watson. While visiting the class, Mr. Khayat 

gave the students words of encouragement about pursuing their dreams and goals in life.   

 A visit to the state capitol gave the students the opportunity to meet State Senator Manly Barton, 

and State Representative Billy Brumfield. The students were able to visit the House Chamber, sit in 

the seats of legislators, and ask questions about how our state is governed. The visit concluded with 

a visit to the Old Capitol Museum, and the Natural Science Museum. LIFT teachers at MPEUE are 

Sonja Boone and Kimberly Hansel. 

MPEUE students and teachers, Sonja Boone and Kimberly 

Hansel, stand on the steps of the Capitol building in Jackson, MS. 
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Gifted Teacher and Student News 

Former Ole Miss Chancellor 

Robert Khayat listens atten-

tively as Hannah Maki reads 

excerpts of her fable. 

Representative Billy 

Broomfield gave stu-

dents an overview of 

state government dur-

ing a question and an-

swer session in the 

House Chamber. 
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Gifted Teacher and Student News 

Dr. Marla Rayner-Sumrall  

 

Dr. Marla Rayner-Sumrall completed her doctoral work with graduation on April 27, 2012, from 

Jackson State University when she received a Doctorate of Philosophy in Educational Administration. Her 

dissertation was entitled, “Teachers’ and Administrators’ Perceptions of the Preparedness and Effectiveness 

of Substitute Teachers in a Selected Mississippi School District in Mississippi.” Along with this degree, Dr. 

Rayner-Sumrall holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Elementary Education from the University of South-

ern Mississippi (1991) and a Master of Education Degree in Special Education with an emphasis in Gifted 

Education from the University of Southern Mississippi (1994).  

 

Dr. Rayner-Sumrall is a licensed psychometrist and she has worked in the field of education for over 

twenty years being employed by Jones County School District, Rankin County School District, Petal School 

District, and Hancock County School District. She has held numerous creditable offices in educational or-

ganizations such as the Mississippi Association for Gifted Children’s Executive Board. 

She is married to Mark Sumrall, and they have four children: Dalton Runnels, Marleigh Rutland, Levi Sum-

rall, and Wyatt Sumrall.  

 

 Currently, Dr. Rayner-Sumrall teaches in the gifted program at West Jones Elementary School and is 

a licensed psychometrist for Jones County Schools. 
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Gifted Teacher and Student News 

A 5th grade student, Clay Mitchell, in Shirley Hardman’s gifted class at Woolmarket Elementary 

in Harrison County decided the school needed a basketball court and wrote the principal suggest-

ing it. She concurred but told him there was no money in the budget for such a plan. Not content 

to let it go – he wrote a business plan and with the help of the gifted program, and the PTO he 

was able make his dream come true. Picture here are Clay Mitchell and Trace Cunningham who 

were on hand to greet the Geo pave earth moving equipment used to level the ground. 
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Gifted Teacher and Student News 

Germantown Middle School Wins Second Place in Personal Finance Challenge 

Twenty teams competed for state championship and scholarships 

 

JACKSON, Miss., May 18, 2012 - Germantown Middle School captured second place in the Mississippi 

Financial Literacy Challenge in April at Millsaps College in Jackson. They emerged from a field of 20 

middle school teams to win scholarships. Students compete on the topics of Spending & Credit, Saving & 

Investing, Income & Money Management, and a Quiz Bowl. 

 

This was the second annual in-person Personal Finance Challenge offered by the Mississippi Council on 

Economic Education (MCEE). This event was made possible by funding from Security Ballew, Wells 

Fargo Bank, Community Foundation of Greater Jackson, Millsaps College and the Mississippi Council on 

Economic Education with support from BancorpSouth. The Financial Literacy Challenge gives schools a 

chance to showcase their brightest students who have worked hard in the area of Personal Finance at their 

prospective schools. With Mathematics being an area where most school districts have poor grades, this 

activity shows that children are willing to learn if the information is interesting and interactive to them. 

 

Each member of the second place team receives a $200 scholarship. Scholarships are provided by Security 

Ballew and the MS Council on Economic Education. This scholarship money will be placed in a MACS 

account. MACS is Mississippi's College Savings 529 savings plan. This state-sponsored education savings 

program specifically helps Mississippi families save for future college expenses. It allows individuals to 

save for a child's college tuition, as well as qualified expenses such fees, required books and supplies, and 

certain room and board cost. These accounts are offered by the Mississippi Treasurer's office. 

 

Coaching the second place team was middle school Gifted teacher, Deborah Morali. Students are best pre-

pared by being taught the Financial Fitness for Life curriculum provided by the Mississippi Council on 

Economic Education. Morali states, "Participating in the Financial Literacy Challenge was a very reward-

ing experience for my students. Throughout the year, I strive to incorporate real-life learning experiences 

in my classroom. The programs sponsored by MCEE help me to design lessons to reach this goal. Students 

enjoy the hands-on activities and the competitions offer an extra incentive that encourage my students to 

remain focused and on task. 

 

We begin the year learning about basic financial terms and concepts. The 'Banker in Every Classroom' of-

fered by the Mississippi Council on Economic Education and the Mississippi Bankers Association was 

very beneficial this year and I hope that is an option next year. Once students have a basic understanding, 

they participate in the Stock Market Simulation. We opt for the Spring Component because during the 

Stock Market game they learn about entrepreneurs and this is the spring board into an exciting activity 

where they build a city and each student runs a business in the city for one day. This city serves as our 

main fundraiser for the year and generated funds we used to update our classroom technology, pay for 

transportation costs for class trips and registration fees for class competitions. It is first person experience 

in financial literacy and generating profits. Thanks to MCEE for providing so many opportunities and ma-

terials at no cost to our schools." 
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Gifted Teacher and Student News 

“The student scores on the assessments this year were most impressive. It is important to know that 

Mississippi children at the middle school level can learn financial literacy. Our teachers now have 

skills and curriculum to deliver a meaningful material as part of all subject areas at the middle school 

level. The state's economic development is improved when teachers and their students know how per-

sonal finance effects the economy," said Selena Swartzfager, president of the Mississippi Council on 

Economic Education. 

 

The council has reached more than 8,000 teachers with professional development and the research-

based lessons published by the Council for Economic Education. 418 teachers now hold the Master 

Teacher of Economics certification provided by the council in cooperation with the Mississippi Depart-

ment of Education. The MCEE's fundamental goal is to provide every Mississippi student with a sound 

non-partisan understanding of basic economic principles and how economics relates to their lives as 

workers, citizens and consumers in a global economy. MCEE is a state-wide organization with 42 

members of the Board of Directors, composed of business and education leaders from throughout the 

state. MCEE is affiliated with the 60-year old Council for Economic Education based in New York. 

 

The second place winners of the MCEE division are shown in the front row: Tyler Burleson, Joe Han, 

Katie VanNorman, and Austin Lathem with their teacher, Deborah Morales. In the back row are James 

Wilcox, USM Center Director; Matt Ballew, Chair of Security Ballew and MCEE Board Member; 

Selena Swartzfager, President of MCEE; and Dr. Brent Hales, USM Chair and Associate Professor and 

MCEE Board Member. 

For more information, contact Selena Swartzfager at swartsc@millsaps.edu<mailto:swartsc@millsaps.edu> or 
601-974-1325. 

2012 Mississippi Personal Finance Challenge Second Place Team 

mailto:swartsc@millsaps.edu
mailto:swartsc@millsaps.edu
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2011-12 MAGC Executive Board 

Pictured left to right: (Back)  Mechelle Ramshur, Cindy McPheal, Joyce Youngblood, Dr. Sandra Manning, Melissa Pierce, Carol 
Paola, Donna Welborn, Margaret Snider; (Front) Lora Beasley,  Debra Holt,  Rhonda Denton,  Glenn Nobles, Pam Pape. 

ELECTED OFFICERS:  

 President: Glenn Nobles cierra2605@yahoo.com 

 President-Elect: Rhonda Denton rdenton@mpsd.k12.ms.us   

 Vice President: Deborah Holt deboraholt@aol.com 

 Recording Secretary: Lora Beasley    

 Corresponding Secretary: Margaret Snider msnider@jackson.k12.ms.us  

 Treasurer: Pam Pape ppape@jackson.k12.ms.us 

 Immediate Past President: Dr. Sandra Manning sandra.manning@usm.edu 

 Past President: Sherry Willis sherry@rcrotorworld.com 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS:  

 Membership: Lisa Saucier  

 Affiliates: Svetlana Lucas Svetlana.lucas@yahoo.com 

 Legislative: All Board Members  

 Publications (Concepts): Melissa Pierce magc.concepts@aol.com 

 Public Relations: Melissa Pierce melissa.pierce@petalschools.com 

 Supportive Funding: Tamara Drake  

 Advisory Board: Joyce Youngblood jly1272@gmail.com 

 Presidential Appointees: Cindy McPheal, Jerice Williams, Mechelle Ramshur  

 Assessment: Donna Welborn dwelborn@jackson.k12.ms.us  

 Website: Sherry Willis sherry@rcrotorworld.com 

 MAGC Executive Director: Carol Paola cwp1gab@aol.com 

 

FOUNDER AND PERMANENT MEMBER: 

Dr. Frances Karnes, Hattiesburg 

mailto:cierra2605@yahoo.com
mailto:rdenton@mpsd.k12.ms.us
mailto:deboraholt@aol.com
mailto:msnider@jackson.k12.ms.us
mailto:ppape@jackson.k12.ms.us
mailto:sandra.manning@usm.edu
mailto:sherry@rcrotorworld.com
mailto:Svetlana.lucas@yahoo.com
mailto:magc.concepts@aol.com?subject=Concepts
mailto:melissa.pierce@petalschools.com
mailto:jly1272@gmail.com
mailto:dwelborn@jackson.k12.ms.us
mailto:sherry@rcrotorworld.com
mailto:cwp1gab@aol.com
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T H E  J O U R N A L  O F  T H E  M I S S I S S I P P I  A S S O C I A T I O N  F O R  G I F T E D  C H I L D R E N       Concepts! 

W I N T E R ,  2 0 1 2  
V O L U M E  2 4 ,  N U M B E R  1  

A Message from Carol Paola, MAGC Executive Director 

     Concepts! 
T H E  J O U R N A L  O F  T H E  M I S S I S S I P P I  A S S O C I A T I O N  F O R  G I F T E D  C H I L D R E N  

  Concepts! 

V O L U M E  2 4 ,  N U M B E R  1  W I N T E R ,  2 0 1 2  

 As we proceed through the second semester of our school 
year, let me take this opportunity to give you an update on MAGC’s 
activities and plans for the rest of this year.  First of all, our day at the 
Capitol will be held on March 29th.  We know that by then our legisla-
tors will be nearing the end of the session and will want to see that 
their hard work has been appreciated.  We will have most of the Ro-
tunda for exhibits, so plan to bring students and set up a display of 
their accomplishments and high quality products.   Please let me 
know if you are planning to be there. We are always looking for peo-
ple who have an interest in helping with the event at the Capitol or 
monitoring the legislative session.  If you would like to serve on that 
committee for MAGC, please let us know.  My e-mail is 
cwp1gab@aol.com. I hope you were able to make contact with the 
legislators from your area prior to the opening of the session.  I think you will find that many of 
them have gifted children or were in gifted programs, themselves.  Richard Bennett, our mem-
ber of the House, has been a constant supporter of gifted education since his son was in the 
program.  He is always available when I need him to speak to my students, guide them through 
a community problem solving project, or provide support in times of crisis.  Call and invite your 
legislators to be a part of a project.  They can give your students first-hand knowledge of the 
workings of government, and there is no better way to show them the importance of challeng-
ing opportunities for gifted children.  Since the conference, I have had the chance to represent 
you at several MDE meetings, the MASA conference in Jackson, at parent meetings, and at 
meetings of regional teachers of the gifted.  I’ve also had the chance to visit with many classes 
of gifted kids across the state.  It has been wonderful to see them involved in meaningful and 
defensible learning experiences!  Keep up the good work!  News Flash!  Thanks to Svetlana Lu-
cas from Lamar County Schools, our Parent Affiliate Chairman, we have lots of great new re-
sources for those of you setting up parent groups.  Check out MAGC’s website and put the ideas 
to the test!   Great job, Svetlana!  It also is time to submit applications to Debbie Holt, MAGC’s 
vice-president, for scholarships and grants.  Application and nomination forms are on the web-
site and in this newsletter.  It also is time to nominate teachers, parents, administrators, super-
intendents, legislators, community members, and others who have been noteworthy advocates 
for gifted children from each congressional district. These deserving people will be recognized 
at the conference in September.  Don’t miss the opportunity to nominate someone from your 
area!  While you are at it, download the Call for Proposals for next year’s conference and sub-
mit one to Rhonda Denton, President Elect and 2012 Conference Chair.  Remember, a compli-
mentary conference registration is given to the main presenter.  Share your wonderful ideas 
with your co-workers in the state and make your trip to the conference more affordable! Sub-
mit your proposals today!  Finally, if I can be of service to you or to your district in any way, do 
not hesitate to e-mail or call.  Thank you for all you do to serve the needs of gifted children in 
our state. 

 

Carol Western Paola, Executive Director        Cwp1gab@aol.com              228-860-1763 
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Message from the MAGC President 

NEWS FROM THE STATE PRESIDENT  

 

 

  

 

Plans are underway for Legislative Thursday at the State Capitol! Any teacher or parent who 

would like, may come and visit with your legislators on March 29 at the Mississippi State 

Capitol. 

 

Svetlana Lucas and some of the other board members have revised the Parent Affiliate page 

just for you.  Please take time to inspect it.  It looks great!  We are constantly trying to im-

prove our state organization and make it the best that it can be.  Should any of you have a 

suggestion or idea, please send it to  me at cierra26O5@Yahoo.com. 

 

The state MAGC will be held in Meridian, MS in late September of this year Please plan 

now to present or at least attend. Some new ideas are being planned just for you 

 

Parents and gifted Students of may want to consider writing letters to your legislators now 

expressing your support of gifted education in Mississippi.  It is vital that we communicate 

with all of them. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Glenn Nobles, 

President, Mississippi Association for Gifted Children 
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Dear Members, 

The Concepts! Winter Issue includes a wealth of information for Gifted Teachers and Parent Af-

filiates. Take a look at some new resources, informative  articles,  and terrific happenings in 

gifted classrooms across the state. In addition to our regular columns, Dr. Sandra Manning will 

be providing a new “Issues in Gifted Education Research to Practice News Brief” each quarter. 

This brief will provide valuable information and updates on current research and issues in gifted 

education. Also in this issue, you can preview plans for the upcoming 2012 MAGC Conference to 

be held in Meridian, learn the  value  of having active Parent Affiliate Groups, and find some 

great curriculum and thinking skill activities in our new “Teacher Resources” section. If you 

have a topic or concern that you would like to see addressed in our newsletter, please email it to 

magc.concepts@aol.com. I would love to hear from you, and learn how Concepts! can better serve 

gifted teachers, parents, and students across the state. 

Sincerely, 

Melissa Pierce, Concepts! Editor 

 

 

Concepts! Quarterly Newsletters are available for download and/or online viewing at  

http://magcweb.org/newsletter.htm . Projected release dates for newsletters are as follows: 

 

 Fall Issue- November 30   

 Winter Issue - February 28   

 Spring Issue - May 31   

 Summer Issue - August 31  

Letter from the Editor 

mailto:magc.concepts@aol.com?subject=Concepts
http://magcweb.org/newsletter.htm
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2012 MAGC Conference Preview 

MAGC Returns to the Queen City 

 

 I would like to invite you to the 38th annual MAGC Conference, Sep-

tember 26-28, 2012 at the MSU Riley Center in Meridian, MS. A performing-

arts center, a conference center, an educational center, a major downtown 

restoration project – these are all accurate ways to describe the MSU Riley 

Center. Located in the heart of historic downtown Meridian, near restaurants 

and hotels, the MSU Riley Center opened its doors in September 2006 to of-

fer cultural, artistic and educational experiences like no other in the region. 

The multifaceted center attracts 60,000+ visitors annually who travel to down-

town Meridian for conferences, meetings and performances The center in-

cludes a fully restored 1889 grand opera house theater that seats approxi-

mately 950, a 200-seat studio theater and 30,000 square feet of meeting 

space, including a large exhibit hall, breakout rooms, and board rooms, all 

equipped with teleconferencing capabilities and built-in technical features to 

create the optimal meeting environment. 

 

 
Mark your calendars; you do not want to miss it! 

Rhonda Denton, President Elect and Conference Chair 
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Dr. Sandra Manning 

The University of Southern Mississippi 

sandra.manning@usm.edu 

Issues in Gifted Education ~ Research to Practice Brief  

The Underachievement Dilemma: Information for Teachers of the Gifted 

Parents of gifted kids often demand that their kids achieve in the superior range (all As). 

General Education Teachers often view gifted underachievers as lazy – not putting forth their best efforts. 

 

The issue of underachievement is powerful and often emotion packed. Teachers of the gifted can help alleviate parent and 
teacher stress by knowing what the research says about underachievement. 

 

Underachievement is defined as a discrepancy between potential for achievement (high IQ) and actual achievement (low 
grades). Further, this discrepancy must be chronic (lasting for months) and not caused by a learning disability. There is 
debate in the gifted education literature over this definition; however, it is generally the most widely accepted and under-
stood definition of underachievement (Reis & McCoach, 2002; Rimm, 2005) 

 

For teachers of the gifted, as parents and general educators show concern their child or student may be underachieving, it 
is imperative that we look at the situation holistically. One B on a report card does not underachievement make. So the 
first line for helping parents and teachers is to determine the duration and intensity of the situation. 

 

The research tells us that underachievement is an individual and complex concept, often best addressed on an individual 
basis. This finding makes it nearly impossible to generalize the results to a group of children and, from the outset, commu-
nicates that reversing the problem will be a slow labor-intensive process (Schultz, 2002). 

 

For teachers of the gifted, if it is determined that a gifted child has demonstrated a pattern of underachievement, then 
steps should be taken to determine the root cause for that individual student. This will require collaboration between gen-
eral education teachers, parents, and gifted education teachers. The gifted student should, to the greatest extent possible, 
be involved in the development of the solution. After all, it is a creative problem-solving process ready made for the stu-
dent and can have multiple beneficial outcomes for all involved. 

 

Root causes for underachievement in gifted students can vary from unchallenging curriculum to a variety of social and 
emotional issues. For the individual student, the cause can very well be a combination of factors that reveal themselves in 
academic performance below expectations. Some of the potential causes for underachievement are listed below: 

 

Motivation/Drive 

Skill Gaps 

Learned behavior 

Stressors/Societal Pressures 

Burnout/Boredom 

Family/Personal Situations 

Control 

Attention-seeking behavior 

Mismatched teaching/learning style 

(Reis & McCoach, 2000; Whitmore, 1980) 
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Each of these possible causes for underachievement must be considered and either accepted or rejected.  In the case of 
learned behavior (third bullet above), an examination of the student’s general education curriculum will need to be 
done along with past academic performance and an analysis of the child’s study habits. If a child has continually been 
able to perform in the superior range academically without needing to study or think very deeply about the content, 
this child will learn that “learning” should be easy and effortless. Of course, this is a misconception that will eventually 
cause trouble – it happens at different times for different students. 

 

Teachers of the gifted can communicate these potential reasons for underachievement to parents and general educa-
tors to gather information about the individual underachieving student. When there is consensus on a potential cause 
for the student’s underachieving behavior, a plan of action should be developed to address the student’s needs.  

 

If a student has not learned study skills, for instance, these skills should be taught in a step-by-step manner. Organized 
binders for various content areas, listening skills in class, note-taking skills, and the like may have to be taught in a spe-
cific and direct way. The general myth that “gifted kids will get it on there on” which so pervades our thinking about 
high ability students will sometimes deter us from teaching explicit skills in an precise manner. However, this thinking 
must be rejected in order to reverse underachievement. 

 

The issue of underachievement is complex and unique to the individual. The information in this article is but the tip of 
the iceberg, as it were. However, it can be a beginning point for understanding and working toward solutions for the 
academic success of the gifted children we teach. An online resource that may be of interest to is the Underachievement 
Quiz found at http://www.sylviarimm.com/uq.html 

 

References 

 
Reis, S. M., & McCoach, D.B. (2000). The underachievement of gifted students:  What do we know and where do we go? 

Gifted Child Quarterly, 44, 152-170. 

Reis, S. M., & McCoach, D. B. (2002). Underachievement in gifted students. In M. 

Neihart, S. M. Reis, N. M. Robinson, & S. M. Moon (Eds.), The social and emotional development of gifted children: 
What do we know? (pp. 81-91). Waco, TX: Prufrock Press. 

Rimm, S. (2005). Growing up too fast: The Rimm report on the secret world of America’s middle schoolers. New York: 
 Rodale. 

Schultz, R. A. (2002). Understanding giftedness and underachievement: At the edge of possibility. Gifted Child Quarterly, 
46, 193-208. 

Whitmore, J. R. (1980). Giftedness, conflict and underachievement. Boston, MA: Allyn & Bacon. 

 
 
Author’s Note: 

 The purpose of this continuing column in Concepts is to make research in gifted education more accessible and 
practical to our membership. Please send topics of interest to sandee.manning@gmail.com. 

http://www.sylviarimm.com/uq.html
mailto:sandee.manning@gmail.com
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Leadership Studies Program 
 

The Leadership Studies Program will be held from June 10-15, 2012, at the University of South-
ern Mississippi. This is a one-week residential program designed for students in grades 6 -11, 
who have a desire to develop and enhance their leadership abilities. Students will be housed in 
dormitories on campus. Tuition includes room, board, recreational activities, and limited acci-
dent insurance. Leadership I is a program with specific emphasis on leadership skills. Training will 
include those areas necessary for leadership development: fundamentals of leadership, written 
and oral communication, group dynamics, problem-solving, planning, personal skills, and deci-
sion making. Avenues for becoming leaders in the schools, communities, and religious affiliations 
will be utilized to heighten the awareness and development of leadership potential. Leadership II 
is a continuation of the program, with Leadership I as a prerequisite for entry. It is an intense 
study to further develop leadership concepts and qualities. Emphasis is placed on the psychology 
of leadership, assertiveness training, and situational leadership. Leadership III is an extension of 
the program, with Leadership II as a prerequisite for entry. Training will focus on the legal as-
pects of leadership, developing personal power, and leadership for the future. The students also 
have the opportunity for informal interaction with adult leaders. Financial aid is available based 
on need, on a limited basis. The deadline for registration is March 31, 2012. 

 

Summer Gifted Studies Program 
 

The Summer Gifted Studies Program will be held June 17-22, 2012, at the University of Southern 
Mississippi. This one-week residential program is designed for intellectually gifted students in 
grades 4 through 8 with intelligence quotients of 120 or above on an individually administered 
test or the 90th percentile or above at the national level on an achievement test.  The program 
enhances the cognitive abilities of gifted students through planned enrichment/acceleration 
activities. Content areas are combined with processing skills to enable students to explore a wide 
variety of topics.  Course selections include: How to be a Detective, Business Leaders: Today and 
Tomorrow, Inventions, Money! Money! Money!, Write On!, Designing Games, and Express Your-
self. Students will be housed in dormitories on the Hattiesburg campus of The University of 
Southern Mississippi.  Instructional activities will be conducted in classrooms and laboratories on 
campus. Recreational activities and cultural events will be included, based upon availability. The 
tuition cost includes room, board, recreational and cultural activities, and limited accident insur-
ance. Financial aid is available on a limited basis, based on need. The deadline for application is 
March 31, 2012. 

Summer Program for Academically Talented Youth 
 

The Summer Program for Academically Talented Youth will be held July 1-20, 2012 at the Univer-
sity of Southern Mississippi.  This three-week residential program serves eligible students cur-
rently enrolled in grades 7 through 10. This program is a cooperative effort with the Duke Uni-
versity Talent Identification Program that provides a balance of educational, cultural, and recrea-
tional experiences. Students will be housed in residential halls at the Hattiesburg campus where 
they will be supervised by residential counselors when they are not in class. Students will partici-
pate in quality learning experiences that allow them to progress at a rate and a level appropriate 
for high-ability students. Course selections include: Precalculus Mathematics, Human Anatomy 
and Physiology, Criminal Justice, Creative Writing, Polymer Science, Political Science, Psychology, 
Forensic Science, and Debate. To be eligible, applicants must have earned qualifying SAT or ACT 
scores as a seventh grader. Required qualifying SAT and ACT scores differ depending on the aca-
demic course chosen. The tuition cost includes room, board, recreational and cultural activities, 
and limited accident insurance.  Financial aid is available on a limited basis, based on need. The 
deadline for application is April 30, 2012. 

 

 

 

 

For More  

Information,  

Contact  

The Frances A. 
Karnes Center for 

Gifted Studies  

University of  

Southern  

Mississippi  

118 College Drive 
#8207 Hattiesburg, 

MS 39406-0001 

Phone 
601.266.5236  

 

E-mail: 
gifted.studies@us

m.edu 

 

Web site:  

http://
www.usm.edu/

gifted 

 

 

Announcements from the Karnes Center 

http://www.usm.edu/gifted
http://www.usm.edu/gifted
http://www.usm.edu/gifted
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Graduate Degree in Curriculum, Instruction, and Special Education  
with an Emphasis in Gifted Education 

 

The University of Southern Mississippi and the Department of Curriculum, Instruction, and Spe-
cial Education, offers master’s, specialist’s, and doctoral degrees with an emphasis in gifted edu-
cation. Five courses are offered for anyone interested in beginning an advanced degree program 
or in earning certification to teach the gifted. 

 

SPE 560 Characteristics of the Gifted      

SPE 661 Methods and Materials for Teaching Gifted Students 

SPE 662 Curriculum Development in Gifted Education 

SPE 663 Atypical Gifted Students 

SPE 664 Practicum with Gifted Students 

 

The Frances A. Karnes Center for Gifted Studies at The University of Southern Mississippi has 
$500.00 scholarships available for persons enrolled in graduate degree programs in gifted educa-
tion for the summer of 2011. To qualify, the student must meet the admission requirements of 
the university for master’s, specialist’s, or doctoral programs with an emphasis in gifted educa-
tion. Consideration will be given to graduate students in specialized programs in elementary and 
secondary schools and for the college and university positions in the field of gifted education. 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT 

The Frances A. Karnes Center for Gifted Studies  

The University of Southern Mississippi  

118 College Drive #8207   Hattiesburg, MS 39406-0001   Phone 601.266.5236  

E-mail: gifted.studies@usm.edu                          Web site: http://www.usm.edu/gifted 
 

 

http://www.usm.edu/gifted
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Message from  MAGC Parent Affiliate Chair 
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reading club. Ask tech-savvy parents to search out reputable articles from Hoagies Gifted Education Page 

(http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/gifted_101.htm), the National Association for Gifted Children’s website 

(http://www.nagc.org/) or the Supporting Emotional Needs of the Gifted clearinghouse (http://

www.sengifted.org/ ). Either of these sources can provide thought-provoking and timely educational mate-

rial that may interest parents with gifted kids of all ages. If a reading club is ideal for your group I suggest 

monthly meetings, since they require minimal commitment and parents can gather together at the school 

or a local coffee, ice-cream, or pizza shack. The idea that should guide your efforts if your group is medium 

sized is planning events and opportunities that empower parents to be the best champions for their chil-

dren.  

If your parent group is firmly established it may be prudent to host events that are designed to meet the 

explicit needs of various sub-sects of your core membership. Breaking into smaller interest groups organ-

ized around specific topics may help to energize the membership ranks. These are attractive because they 

allow parents a chance to move in and out of parent advocacy involvement as they deem appropriate with-

out parents feeling as if they have to commit to an entire slate of activities. Another way large parent 

groups can maintain membership is to intensify activity at the state and national levels. The Mississippi 

Association for Gifted Children and the National Association for Gifted Children are great avenues for par-

ent partnerships. These organizations are largely run by volunteers, so the energy and vitality of parent 

input can be cathartic.  

Because they can sometimes do and say things that front-line educators cannot, it is important to organize 

parents that support your gifted programs into an effective machine. The group’s size does not matter. 

What does matter is the parent groups’ ability to effect change. The more informed the parent advocates 

are, the more valuable they can be. Thus, it is important that we as educators encourage and undergird our 

parents as they seek to become the best supporters of the gifted kids we assist and teach.  

So, to answer my initial question about who needs parent groups. . . I will emphatically say “We do!”  

 

 

Visit  http://magcweb.org/advocacy.htm for more information on  Gifted Parent Affiliate Groups.  
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New Publications from Karnes Center 
 

Fogarty, E. A. (2012). Reading for Gifted Students. in Karnes, F. A. & Stephens, K. R. Practical Strategies in Gifted Education. 
Waco, TX: Prufrock Press. 

 

Dr. Frances A. Karnes, distinguished university professor at the University of Southern Mississippi, and Dr. Kristin R. 
Stephens, assistant professor at Duke University, have co-edited another book in the Practical Strategies Series in Gifted 
Education published by Prufrock Press.  Dr. Elizabeth A. Fogarty is assistant professor of elementary education at East Caro-
lina University and serves on the board of directors of the North Carolina Association for the Gifted and Talented and as the 
Professional Development Network Chair of the National Association for Gifted Children.  Gifted readers, like other gifted 
students, need challenging opportunities that enable them to learn something new each day. Because gifted readers are 
those who read at least 2 years ahead of their chronological grade placement, teachers must effectively differentiate for 
these students in the classroom. Reading for Gifted Students details the characteristics of gifted and precocious readers, 
describes methods for differentiating instruction for gifted readers, and provides guidelines for selecting appropriate read-
ing materials. A list of suggested books is also included. 
 

Karnes, F. A. & Stephens, K. R. (2011). Sports and Athletics: A Girls’ and Young Women’s Guide for Success. Unionville, NY: 
Royal Fireworks Press. 

 

Dr. Frances A. Karnes, distinguished professor of Curriculum, Instruction, and Special Education and director of The Frances 
A. Karnes Center for Gifted Studies and Dr. Kristen R. Stephens, assistant professor of education and licensure officer, have 
co-authored another book on girls titled Sports and Athletics: A Girls’ and Young Women’s Guide for Success. Royal Fire-
works Press is the publisher. Sports and athletics should not be limited to boys and men.  Girls and young women are be-
coming more involved in all forms of athletics and sports.  Young females who have not had female role models need to 
have positive examples in all dimensions of sports and athletics.  The purpose of this book is to provide information on girls 
and young women who have triumphed in athletics.  This book includes a history of successful female athletes, a variety of 
journaling exercises, and a listing of informational organizations, books, and websites. 

Special Announcements 

MS Destination Imagination 

 

 

 

2012 Mississippi Destination Imagination is underway! 

Regional Showcase is Saturday, March 24 at St. Anthony’s in Madison, MS. 

Affiliate Tournament is Saturday, April 14 at Columbus High School in Columbus, MS. 

 

www.mississippidi.org                                                                       www.idodi.org 

http://www.mississippidi.org
http://www.idodi.org
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Common Core State Standards for Math
In this course, you will become familiar with 
the new Common Core State Standards for 
Mathematics, explore ideas for standards-
based instruction, and learn about resources 
available for implementing the standards in 
your classroom.

Differentiating Instruction for Reading 
How can teachers in grades 4-8 reach students 
of all reading levels?  This class will help 
educators develop a variety of activities to 
differentiate instruction in reading. 

Common Core State Standards for    
English/Language Arts 
Are you ready for Common Core? In this 
course, you will become familiar with the new 
Common Core State Standards for 
English/Language Arts, explore ideas for 
standards-based instruction, and learn about 
resources available for implementing the 
standards in your classroom. 

Assessing Your School/District for 21st Century 
Readiness 
This course will engage educators in examine 
their school’s curriculum, teaching practices, 
and professional learning plans for 21st century 
readiness.  Participants will also analyze the 
connections between Common Core State 
Standards and 21st century learning.

REGISTER NOW!

APPLICATION

Each six-week course earns 2.0
CEUs or 15 SEMIs. Registration
per course is $49.00 and fee
includes CEU or SEMI certificate.
Basic computer skills and high
speed internet are required.
www.muw.edu/ccl
Projects: Professional Learning
Check website for additional 
course offerings.  

MUW Center for Creative Learning presents:

Professional Learning Academy

EARN CEU’S  and SEMI’S COMPLETELY ONLINE

MISSISSIPPI UNIVERSITY FOR WOMEN

For more info contact the Office of Professional Learning at (662) 329-7288 or email abarlow@ccl.muw.edu

21st Century Learning Skills Curriculum 
Lead your K-8 students through a problem 
solving module focused on school and/or 
classroom improvement. Common core 
standards in Language Arts and mathematics 
are covered along with 21st century skills such as 
critical and creative thinking. This class is a great 
fit for teachers of the gifted! 

An Introduction to 21st Century Learning
The demands on 21st century education dictate 
new roles for educators.  This course will 
introduce educators to the Framework for 21st 
Century Learning, including core subjects and 
21st century themes, learning and innovation 
skills, information, media, and technology skills, 
and life/career skills.

Building Vocabulary 
What is the importance of strong vocabulary for 
academic success?  Learn how teachers can 
promote students’ vocabulary development in 
this six-week course.

COURSES OFFERED: 
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Morphological Analysis/Synthesis: Money & Airheads 

by Melisa Polk Hill -  Newton County Middle School TAG Instructor 

Difficulty Level: Upper Elementary through Middle School Intellectually Gifted 

 

Objectives -   Gifted Outcomes, Processes, and Strategies Used:   

Creativity; Morphological Analysis/Synthesis; Risk taking; Communication; Group Dynamics; 
Social Emotional Needs; Questioning and Leadership; Attributes; Evaluation. 

 

Time required:  20-40 minutes 

 

Materials: Money & Airhead Handout; Examples of Money & Airheads; crayons or colored 
pencils; plain paper; Optional – Airhead candy for each student BUT check student’ records 
for food allergies!); Rubric from Suggested Mississippi Strategies for Teachers of Intellectually 
Gifted Notebook: Section XXV. - Morphological Analysis/Synthesis (a form of forced creativ-
ity). 
 

Key Vocabulary: Creative Thinking; Morphological Analysis/Synthesis 

 

Description:  The teacher will introduce the lesson by showing the students a dollar bill and 
an Airhead candy. The teacher will ask “What are these?  Do they have anything in common?  
What are some attributes/characteristics of these items?”  The teacher will then ask the stu-
dents if they know what it means to morph.  The teacher can add some of these examples: 
Transformers, Ninja Turtles, and Caterpillar/Butterfly. After a brief discussion, the students 
will complete the provided handout.  Students will choose two new ideas/creations from the 
word cells/matrix. Then on the plain paper (divided in half hamburger style), students will 
illustrate and decorate these two new ideas/creations.  Students will then write a brief de-
scription of their new ideas at the bottom of each section. 

  

Evaluation: Students will present their new ideas/creations to the class.  Students will also 
complete the provided Rubric.  
 

Resources: Suggested Mississippi Strategies for Teachers of Intellectually Gifted Notebook: Sec-
tion XXV. - Morphological Analysis/Synthesis (a form of forced creativity); Dr. Conrad Castle’s 
Presentation on Section XXV. 

Teacher Resources 
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Paper Bag Science -Makes Science Fun 
by Pam Keith- TAG Instructor 

 Newton County Elementary School , Decatur, MS 
  

Difficulty Level: Elementary (Can be adapted for middle school) 
 
Objectives:  Gifted Outcomes, Processes, and Strategies Used: 
Critical Thinking, Creativity, Communication, Self-Directed Learning, Group Dynamics, Research Skills, Socio-
Emotional, Scientific Method, Goal Setting, Risk Taking, Organizational Skills, Evaluation, Questioning and 
Leadership 
 
Time Required:  10- 15 minutes 
 
Materials: student collects items 
 
Key Vocabulary: scientific method 
 
Description: 
 

Once a week a student will demonstrate a simple science experiment that has been developed and worked on 
at home.  The experiment should be simple enough for the child to explain in his or her own words.  He/She 
will be responsible for bringing the materials needed for the experiment. The student is encouraged, but not 
required, to bring in enough materials for the whole class to participate. 
 
Names are “drawn from a hat” the first or second week of each semester to determine the order.  A reminder 
list of the student and the date of the experiment is posted on the wall.  A reminder notice is sent to the par-
ents two weeks before the experiment is due.  Parents are encouraged to help the child at home. This is a 
great activity for parent participation. 
 
Tips: (These tips are sent to parents in the initial letter explaining the process.) 

*Keep it simple!! *The simpler the better because the student will have to explain the experiment. *What 
is happening and why? *Don’t send glass because of breakage. *If you want the other kids in the class 
to participate, please send enough for the other students.  *You do not have to do this; it can be a one-
person experiment if you would like. Students will have only (2) two of these experiments each year.  
*We do one each semester. *A science experiment sheet will be sent home for the child to fill out 
about the experiment explaining the purpose of the experiment, materials to be used, procedure and 
results. * For the 2nd graders, parents can help write this out or it can be typed on the computer. 
 

Several good websites are also listed on the take-home note. 

            www.sciencebob.com, www.pbskifd.org, www.discovery.com, www.stevespangler.com   

 

Assessment: The students fill out a Scientific Method Lab sheet describing the experiment. 

 

Evaluation: Question and answer period at the end of the experiment by the students and then by the teacher. 

 

Challenge Activity: The teacher could also present a different experiment on the same day for the students to enjoy.  
Allow them to describe the different parts of the scientific method that were used in the experiment. 

 

Resources:  Suggested Teaching Strategies for Teachers of the Intellectually Gifted: Section XXXII, Scientific Process; Ru-
bric and Appendix, page 7. 

Teacher Resources 

http://www.sciencebob.com/
http://www.pbskifd.org
http://www.discovery.com/
http://www.stevespangler.com/
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SCHOLASTIC AWARDS INSPIRE, REWARD FUTURE LEADERS OF 

MEMPHIS’ VISUAL ARTS MOVEMENT 
 

Over $250,000 to be awarded locally in Mid-South Scholastic Art 

Awards, on exhibition at Memphis Brooks Museum of Art; Awards 

Ceremony to be held on Saturday, February 4th 
 

Memphis, TN (January 25, 2012) – What happens when the most 

talented students in the Mid-South compete for more than 

$250,000 in scholarships and cash prizes? You find an 

extraordinary exhibition of work from talented local students, 

which will be on view at the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art from January 28 to February 12, 2012.  In its 47th year at the 

Brooks, in collaboration with the Brooks Museum League, the Mid-South Scholastic Art Awards exhibition has a long history of 

recognizing the artistic excellence and creativity of the region’s youth in grades seven through twelve. Throughout its nearly five-

decade history, this important program has been made possible by the Brooks League’s countless volunteer hours and generous 

financial support.  Regional judges – Bill Price, Coriana Close, Melody Weintraub, Rehema Barber, and Vitus Shell – spent three 

days reviewing the 1,400 individual submissions and 90 senior portfolios, all of which were digitally uploaded by teachers to the 

Alliance for Young Artists and Writers online registration site (artandwriting.org), to award 81 Gold Keys, 122 Silver Keys and 

189 Honorable Mentions. Students from more than 42 Mid-South schools are represented in the exhibition, including: 

Arlington, Briarcrest, Central, Chalybeate School, Collierville, Cordova, East, Evangelical Christian School, Germantown, 

Harding Academy, Houston, Hutchison, Jonesboro, Kingsbury, Lausanne, Memphis University School, Millington Central, North 

Pontotoc, Overton, Ripley, St. Agnes-St. Dominic, St. Mary’s, Tupelo, Wooddale, and White Station. Organized and curated by the 

Brooks’ Associate Curator of Education, Kathy Dumlao, the exhibition includes the 200-plus gold and silver key winners, in 

fifteen different categories, such as painting, drawing, printmaking, photography, and sculpture. This year, a submission in the 

video category also won a gold key – a first for the Mid-South Scholastic Art Awards exhibition. Additionally, the Gold Key 

winning portfolios and the honorable mentions are on view digitally in the exhibition. “I am amazed by the outstanding quality 

of the work this year,” says Dumlao. “The fashion and video categories in particular have made a leap forward with some 

exceptionally creative submissions.  And the artwork in the more traditional categories – drawing, painting, photography – 

also seem to have raised the bar.  It’s going to be a fabulous exhibition.”On the regional level, an Awards Ceremony was held on 

Saturday, February 4 to publicly recognize the students’ accomplishments. The Junior Division Awards was held at 11 a.m. at 

the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art. Each ceremony was followed by a reception at the Brooks Museum. Two students from the 

Gifted Program at Chalybeate School received Honorable Mention Awards. Zadie Pickens was chosen for a stained glass piece 

entitled, “The Sun within the Rainbow” and Carley Hughes for photography, entitled “Creative Planting”. These two students were 

given certificates and significant recognition for their achievements. Carley Hughes and Zadie Pickens commented that “The 

experience was one in which they will never forget.” Chalybeate School Gifted Teacher, Whitney Wooten stated, “This was a great 

way for the students to showcase talent, artistry and creativity. We are honored to have had this opportunity and I am very proud 

of my students.” Chalybeate School Principal, Scott Smith, commented, “The Scholastic Arts and Writing Awards provided a great 

avenue for our gifted students to create and display their works on a national level and compete against broader competition.” 

This important teen program is organized by The Alliance for Young Artists & Writers. The Alliance identifies teenagers with 

exceptional artistic and literary talent and brings their remarkable work to a national audience through The Scholastic Art & 

Writing Awards. The Awards have an impressive legacy, dating back to 1923. Distinguished past recipients of national awards 

include Andy Warhol, Robert Redford, Richard Avedon, Zac Posen, Tom Otterness, Sylvia Plath, Joyce Carol Oates, and John 

Lithgow, all of whom received recognition as students.  
 

About the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art: 

The Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, located at 1934 Poplar Avenue in historic Overton Park, is one of the largest art 

museums in the American South. Over 9,000 works make up the Brooks’ permanent collection, including ancient works from 

Greece, Rome, and the Ancient Americas; Renaissance masterpieces from Italy; English portraiture; American paintings and 

decorative arts; contemporary art; and a survey of African art. For more information on the Brooks, and all other exhibitions 

and programs, call (901) 544-6200 or visit www.brooksmuseum.org. 

Gifted Teacher and Student News 
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Gifted Teacher and Student News 

DeLisle Elementary School Robotics Teams Put Their Skills to the Test 

Teams of fourth and fifth grade Explore students at DeLisle Elementary School spent three months researching food 
safety, developing innovative solutions to real world problems, sharing their findings through creative presentations, 
designing and building robots, writing computer programs, and building teamwork skills in preparation for their partici-
pation in the Mississippi First Lego League Food Factor Championship Tournament in Hattiesburg. 

The 5th Grade team, Dos Dudes and the Chicas, received the Judges Perseverance Award. This award was given to the 
team for improvising and overcoming numerous technological difficulties while still making a respectable showing with 
an attitude that showed they could overcome incredible odds if they never give up, no matter what!  The RoboPros, a 4th 
Grade team, received the 1st Place Innovative Solution Award which recognizes the team’s solution as being exception-
ally well-considered and creative, with good potential to solve the problem researched. The Brainiacs, also a 4th Grade 
team, performed exceptionally well.  

 
Back, Dos Dudes and the Chicas: Logan Dubuisson, Grace Lawing, Destiny Cuevas, Alyssa Prang, Luke Meyer, Payton Dav-
enport, Megan Hansen and Haley Holmes.  Not pictured: Coach/Gifted Education Teacher, Stacey Meyer. 

Middle, RoboPros: Drew Prang, Taylor Duke, Julia Hansen, Hannah Rutledge, Emily Cuevas, Evyn Peranich, Alijah Lee, 
and David Jacobson. Not Pictured: Branden Vedder 

Front, Brainiacs: Amaris Necaise, Bradyn Cuevas, Rakeem Barnes, Deja Howard, Emilee Ladner, Brayleigh Spiers, and 
John Paul Arnoult.  Not pictured: Caitlin Kalinauskus and Hunter Ratcliff. 
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Gifted Teacher and Student News 

From:  St. Martin Gifted Center for Excellence 
Ocean Springs, MS 
Jackson County School District 
Facilitator for Gifted Teachers:  Mrs. Lynda Van Winkle 
Site Administrator:  Ms. Crystal Savoy 
 
The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources (MDMR) has chosen the winners of the 2012 
calendar art contest. The featured artwork was selected from over 1,500 entries submitted by 
third- through sixth-grade students from 33 schools in Hancock, Harrison and Jackson counties. 
Students were asked to create artwork following the theme “Preserving and Enjoying 
Mississippi’s Coastal Resources.” The 2012 calendar showcases imaginative artwork as well as 
useful marine information.  The drawings will be displayed in the MDMR’s main lobby at 1141 
Bayview Ave. in Biloxi, starting January 30th through the remainder of the school year.   
 
Breanna Beckner, 5th grade student at St. Martin Upper Elementary, and a gifted student at the 
St. Martin Gifted Center for Excellence has won the honor of representing the month of 
September!  She created her painting in Mrs. Mclaughlin’s gifted class.  Breanna chose to paint a 
scene of the ocean with a pier and children fishing and throwing a cast net, enjoying the 
beautiful warm day!   
 
Breanna stated, “It is an honor to be selected to be in this calendar.  I never dreamed this would 
happen.  I am so thankful for the WINGS program and the opportunities it gives me.” 
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From:  St. Martin Gifted Center for Excellence 
Ocean Springs, MS 
Jackson County School District 
Facilitator for Gifted Teachers Jackson County School District:  Mrs. Lynda Van Winkle 
Site Administrator:  Ms. Crystal Savoy 
 

Gifted Teacher, Mrs. McLaughlin, attended a workshop entitled, “Mission Eggcellence,” at Mississippi 
State University in August of 2011.  The workshop taught the physics behind car crashes and the 
importance of wearing a seatbelt.  It is a hands-on, creative, problem-solving curriculum for students in 
grades K-5.  Gifted teachers, Mrs. Nicholson and Mrs. McLaughlin used the curriculum with their gifted 
students.  Four months later, their students were still begging to work on their knex cars. 
 

Students learned about Newton’s Laws of Motion, performed science experiments, created power points 
on a topic related to driving such as teens and texting, teens drinking and driving, and also created 
thinking maps.  After completing this unit of study, a competition was held for their students. Out of 
approximately 70 students in grades 3-5, Alex Burke won the overall competition at the St. Martin Gifted 
Center for Excellence in Ocean Springs, Jackson County School District. He is a third grader who attends 
St. Martin East Elementary School.   
 

Alex won first place in both the Mission Eggcellence and Automotive Engineering Challenge that were 
held on Saturday, December 3rd, at Mississippi State University.  For his Mission Eggcellence Challenge, 
he created a unique combination of secret materials to attach to his bumper on his wooden car. His 
design was the only one that did not put a crack on the egg after it went down the ramp at the third step 
drop! He competed against 15 teams. Alex won a $50 dollar gift card to Barnes and Nobles for winning 
first place in the bumper design. He also won first place in the Automotive Engineering Challenge! His 
knex car survived the death drop, which is an 8 foot drop on a ladder that is almost perpendicular to the 
ground! His car was also the lightest design, which proved to be the tie breaker for this event! We are so 
thankful Mrs. Nicholson stressed to the students to not add pieces to make an extravagant design.  She 
urged them to think of how to make the car the lightest weight possible.  Alex competed against 40 teams. 
He won a $50 gift card to Barnes and Nobles for winning first place in the Automotive Engineering 
Challenge! He represented St. Martin East and the St. Martin Gifted Center for Excellence with pride and 
honor! We are very proud of Alex!  He was accompanied by his gifted teacher, Mrs. McLaughlin, to the 
event. 
   

The students also went on a field trip to Allen Toyota to learn about the latest safety measures being 
implemented in the 2012 cars.  They were also allowed to show Mr. Allen their knex cars and test them 
for their durability.    He gave the students feedback concerning their designs.  Mr. Allen encouraged them 
to always strive to have a life of continuous learning and to not settle for less than excellence in all they 
do, and to have a great attitude!  WLOX news came to film our visit and was very impressed with our 
students Mission Eggcellence!  The write-up may be found on the WLOX website. 

Gifted Teacher and Student News 
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Gifted Teacher and Student News 

Jackson County Gifted Teachers Host Parents’ Night Out 
 

Jackson County gifted teachers held the first ever Parent Night in January. This was an evening devoted to 
providing resources and support for parents of gifted children. Parents from East Central, St. Martin and 
Vancleave attendance centers were asked to choose from a variety of topics concerning gifted education and 
attend two 25 minute sessions discussing these topics. Topics included: underachieving gifted students, skills-
n-such, social and emotional needs of gifted students, performing arts and gifted, characteristics of giftedness 
and extra-curricular/summer activities for gifted students. Plans are in progress to possibly make this an 
annual event. 
 

 
 

Holiday Traditions in the Kitchen 
 

Mrs. Duran’s Holiday Traditions in the Kitchen exploratory studied 
holidays and the traditions behind them. Students researched a 
holiday of their choice and answered questions concerning the 
history of the holiday, when, where and why it was first 
celebrated, traditions practiced in celebration of the holiday and 
foods prepared and eaten during the holiday. Students used 
thinking maps to organize information gathered from research 
and compare and contrast holidays. While in the kitchen, students 
made pilgrim’s hats, snowman pretzels, eggrolls and a king cake 
to celebrate just a few of the holidays we learned more about. A 
special thank you goes to Ms. Diane Bilbo and Mr. Jerald Jackson 
for teaching us to wrap eggrolls in celebration of Chinese New Year. Students are currently in the process of 
compiling a cookbook to sell as a fundraiser to purchase cabinets to install in our Wing’s center kitchen. All 
Wings students were asked to submit some of their family’s favorite recipes to be included in the cookbook. 
Thanks to those of you who sent in recipes. Details will follow regarding the purchase of the cookbook. 
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Gifted Teacher and Student News 
Ms Havard, Mrs Duran, Ms Wilson’s students have been given an awesome opportunity 

through a grant funded by the Society of Naval Architecture and Marine Engineering. We 

have received SeaPerch robotic kits for students to construct underwater ROV’s, or 

remotely-operated underwater vehicles. The SeaPerch program is funded by the Office of 

Naval Research as part of the National Naval Responsibility for Naval Engineering 

(NNRNE). One goal of the NNRNE is to inspire the next generation of naval architects and 

engineers in ocean related areas. This program has many benefits that include:  fun that 

incorporates challenging thinking skills, research, creativity, self-directed learning and 

group dynamics. Additional benefits include introduction to careers, basic science and 

engineering concepts, tool safety, and technical procedures. St. Martin Gifted Center will 

also be represented for the first time at the Seaperch competition on March 10, 2012 at 

the Biloxi Natatorium.  
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Gifted Teacher and Student News 

Petal Primary ~ Homes of Hope for Children 

Community Service Project 

On November 29 and December 1, 2nd grade Gifted Workshop students at Petal Primary School 

participated in the 3rd Annual PPS Workshop presentation of Charles Dickens’ classic, “A Christmas 

Carol”, raising $770.00 to benefit Homes of Hope for Children. Through engagement in this project, stu-

dents gained an understanding of community service and responsible citizenship, while establishing a com-

munity partnership of “children helping children.” Over seventy 2nd grade gifted students were involved in 

sharing Dickens’ message of “human kindness” on stage during the performances, declaring that “It is easy 

to be nice and kind, and to give and help others; it is not so easy to make nice homes and provide hope for 

children in need. But we can do it because we love Christmas and we care!” (Claire Elwin, 2nd grade stu-

dent.) This community service project enabled students to create awareness and support for Homes of 

Hope for Children and nurtured lifelong service learning knowledge and attitudes. Pictured: 2nd Grade 

Workshop students and Dr. Michael Garrett, Executive Director for Homes of Hope for Children. 
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Gifted Teacher and Student News 

Petal Primary 2nd Grade Gifted Students Explore Big 

Ideas in Science With Lego Wedo Robotics 

Lego Wedo Robotics funded by Hancock Bank 

Leo W. Seal Teacher Recognition Award, a 

fund of Gulf Coast Community Foundation. 

PPS 2nd grade gifted students 

develop understandings and abili-

ties in Science and Technology as 

they construct, program, and ob-

serve Wedo Robotics “Dancing 

Birds”. Wedo Robotics from Lego 

Education engages students in 

the basics of programming, engi-

neering, and construction as they 

construct and program their own 

robot using an icon-based soft-

ware program.  While exploring 

forces and motion with “Dancing 

Birds”, students learned about 

pulleys and belts, gears, and 

cause and effect.  



MAGC Concepts! Winter 2012 Volume 24, Number 1                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 25 

2011-12 MAGC Executive Board 

Pictured left to right: (Back)  Mechelle Ramshur, Cindy McPheal, Joyce Youngblood, Dr. Sandra Manning, 
Melissa Pierce, Carol Paola, Donna Welborn, Margaret Snider; (Front) Lora Beasley,  Debra Holt,  Rhonda 
Denton,  Glenn Nobles, Pam Pape. 

ELECTED OFFICERS:  

 President: Glenn Nobles cierra2605@yahoo.com 

 President-Elect: Rhonda Denton rdenton@mpsd.k12.ms.us   

 Vice President: Deborah Holt deboraholt@aol.com 

 Recording Secretary: Lora Beasley    

 Corresponding Secretary: Margaret Snider msnider@jackson.k12.ms.us  

 Treasurer: Pam Pape ppape@jackson.k12.ms.us 

 Immediate Past President: Dr. Sandra Manning sandra.manning@usm.edu 

 Past President: Sherry Willis sherry@rcrotorworld.com 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS:  

 Membership: Lisa Saucier lisastansaucier@comcast.net  

 Affiliates: Svetelana Lucas  

 Legislative: All Board Members  

 Publications (Concepts): Melissa Pierce melissa.pierce@petalschools.com , magc.concepts@aol.com 

 Public Relations: Tracy Robinson tracy.robinson@hattiesburgpsd.com 

 Supportive Funding: Tamara Drake  

 Advisory Board: Joyce Youngblood jly1272@gmail.com 

 Presidential Appointees: Cindy McPheal, Jerice Williams, Mechelle Ramshur  

 Assessment: Donna Welborn dwelborn@jackson.k12.ms.us  

 Website: Sherry Willis sherry@rcrotorworld.com 

 MAGC Executive Director: Carol Paola cwp1gab@aol.com 

 

FOUNDER AND PERMANENT MEMBER: 

Dr. Frances Karnes, Hattiesburg 
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