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Conference 2013 Committees 
 

Conference Sessions:   ExhibitorsVendors:   Registration:  
*Deborah Holt    *Melissa Pierce    *Lisa Saucier 
Carol Paola    Robin Rector  
 
Pre-Conference:    Silent Auction/Supportive Funding: Family Night: 
*Donna Welborn    *Tamara Drake    Svetlana Lucas 
Sherry Willis    Diane Campbell    D.C.Bridges 
Terry Gressett    Ginger Anderson 
Pam Keith    Haley Buchanon    Concepts: 
Tabbie Easter    Dolores Bibb    Robin Rector 
Michael Cox     
 
Scholarships/Awards:   Advisory Board/    Publicity: 
*Melissa Pierce    Past President’s Meeting:  *Terry Gresse 
     *Dr. Royal Toy    Pam Keith 
     Joyce Youngblood   Cindy Steven-Pheal 
  
Hospitality:         TechnologyCommittee: 
*RobinRector          Elvira Dayenport 
Brenda Jones          Cindy Steven-Pheal 
Lacy Dykes          Sherry Willis   
Brandy Fairley          Svetlana Lucas  
Beth Roberts          Vidya Veda  
Rhonda Emmons     
Kelley Rinebold       
Mary Rogers                                                   
 
Parent Advocacy:         Decorations: 
Svetlana Lucas          * Lora Beasley 
            Deborah Holt 
Idea Buffet:      
*Joyce Youngblood         
Cindy Steven-Pheal          Conference Program: 
             Melissa Pierce 
MAGC Shirts/Bags: 
*Sherry Willis 
Deborah Holt 

Artwork by Claudia 

Hicks, USM 

Former Long Beach 

Gifted Student 

CEU Facilitators: 
*Sabrina Dalton                  
Letitia Banks 
Mandy Goldman                 
Melody Clymer         
Amber Joyner                      
Dana Pippen                         
Courtney Ashcraft              
Cynthia Willis                       
Chelsea Dean                       
Robin Rector                         
Lynn Bryan                          
Pam Keith                            
Bonnie Opel                        
Carol Paola                          
Karen Leitenberger 
Deborah Holt                      
Wendy Hertz 
Donna Welborn              
Kelly Cassibry                       
Rhonda Denton  
Carly Parker 
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Dear MAGC members, 
 
     What an honor it is been to serve this past year as your 
President. However, the President just “holds things together”. 
The MAGC Board Members and Committee Members are the 
ones who have accomplished so much this past year; I cannot 
take any of the credit. Due to their hard work: 
 

 We now have a MAGC Facebook page that keeps our mem-

bership informed thanks to Elvira Deyamport, manager of 

the site.  

 Our members were able to register and pay for the confer-

ence on our website magcweb.org thanks to Debra Martin, 

Lisa Saucier, and Sherry Willis.  

 For the first time ever at this conference, we will have 

Livebinders.com where session presenters can upload their 

presentation handouts for all conference participants to 

view. Thanks to Cindy Steven-Pheal’s hard work.  

 Our Family Night at conference just keeps getting better thanks to Svetlana Lucas.  

 This conference is packed with more speakers, sessions, and information than ever, 

thanks to Debbie Holt, Conference Chair, Melissa Pierce, Co-Chair and all of their com-

mittee members.  

 Per your request, the Conference Agenda and Sessions were posted on our website pri-

or to the conference.  

 Please support the MAGC Fifth Annual Painted Hearts Silent Auction, thanks to Tamara 

Drake and her committee members it is always a success.  

 The Pre-Conference (Wednesday) is for anyone who is interested in providing appropri-

ate services for gifted students. Each year Donna Welborn, Pre-Conference Chair, just 

“out does herself!”  

 This year our “Gifted Day at the Capital” was one of the best ever due to the leadership 

of Michael Cox, our Legislative Chair.  

 Thanks to Robin Rector and Sherry Willis, all of our Concepts have been so vividly avail-

able on our website.  

 In closing I want to thank our Executive Director, Carol Paola. Without her I do not 

know what neither I nor the Board would do. Her vast knowledge of MAGC and gifted edu-

cation, of which she is always willing to share, we are ever thankful. This past school year I 

retired. They always said, “You will know when it is time” and I did. My heart will always be 

with MAGC and all of those gifted students that you, yes you, MAGC members, make a dif-

ference in every day. God Bless you and all you do.  

 
Sincerely,  
Rhonda Denton                                                                                                                                                 
2012-2013 MAGC President 
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NOTES 
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Announcing…MAGC T-Shirts and Bags for Sale! 

MAGC Booth #33 

 

Short Sleeved Shirt $12.00  Long Sleeved Shirt $15.00 

MAGC Bag  $7.00 

 

Colors:  neon pink, neon orange, neon yellow 

Sizes:  Adult small, medium, large, or extra large 

 
  Front of the shirt and on bags:            Back of the shirt: 
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2012 MAGC Past Presidents List 

  
1974-1976 
Frances Karnes 
Hattiesburg 
  
1977 
Dr. Doug Evertt 
Enterprise  
    
1978 
Di Ann Lewis    
Jackson   
   
1979  
Dr. Joe Ray Underwood  
Starkville  
  
1980  
Dr. Lela A. Alcorn 
Hattiesburg   
 
1981    
Jean C. Prather 
Clinton    
 
1982    
Dr. Joanne Welch 
Ridgeland 
 
1983  
Pat Beane   
Tupelo   
  
1984 
Dr. Margaret Carmean 
Clinton   
  

  
1985 
Beverly Alexander 
Mobile, AL 
  
1986   
Melissa Grantham 
Madison 
  
1987  
Dr. Suzanne Bean 
Columbus 
  
1988   
Dr. Marilyn Foxworth 
Columbia 
   
1989   
Linda Kergosien 
Brookhaven  
 
1990   
Marie Charles Cayson 
Aberdeen 
   
1991 
Dr. Mariella Simons 
Brandon 
  
1992   
Sherrye C. Thompson 
Brandon 
  
1993 
Linda Mucha  
Biloxi   
  

  
1994   
Dr. Betty Montgomery 
Tupelo  
 
1995   
Dr. Gail Hammond 
Brandon  
   
1996   
Carol Paola 
Gulfport 
  
1997   
Dr. Michael Carr 
Cleveland  
  
1998   
Holly Mitchell 
Jackson  
  
1999 
Shelah Reeves 
Jackson  
 
2000 
Jane Pickett 
Pascagoula 
  
2001 
Phyllis Mabowitz 
Mobile 
 
2002 
Jane Everly 
Jackson  
   

  
 2003 
Lia Landrum 
Ellisville 
 
2004 
Mary Webb 
New Albany 
  
2005 – 2006 
Dr. Kate Brown  
Columbus 
  
2007  
Margaret Snider 
Ridgeland 
  
2008 
Teresa Mosley  
Clinton  
  
2009 
Joyce Youngblood 
Gulfport 
 
2010 
Sherry Willis 
Tupelo 
 
2011 
Dr. Sandra Manning 
Laurel 
 
2012 
Glen Nobles 
Hattiesburg 
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  MAGC Awards and Scholarships 
 

 

 
MAGC Grant for Teacher to 
Pursue Gifted Certification 
  

 
Brandy Fairley, Petal 

 
Dr. Gail Hammond Teacher 
Scholarship 
  

 
Traci Gregg, Hernando 

 
Conrad Castle Teacher Grant 
  

 
TBA 

 
Frances A. Karnes Award for 
Excellence in Gifted Education 
  

 
TBA 

 
MAGC Outgoing President 
 

 
Rhonda Denton, Meridian 

 
Sherry Thompson Parent  
Advocacy Award  

 
Cliff Long, Long Beach 

 
MAGC Outstanding  
Superintendent/Administrator 
Advocacy Recognition 

Dr. Marlynn Martin, Principal 
Power Academic & Performing Arts Complex 
 

Christine Spinks, Assistant Superintendent 
Long Beach 

 
MAGC Outstanding Advocate 
Recognition 
  

 
Randall Hicks, Long Beach 
Margaret Snider, Jackson 
Pam Wooten, NorthTippah 
 

 
 Congratulations to  

Mississippi School for Mathematics and Science  
graduate:  

Bianca Natalia Quade  
2013 recipient of the  

Barry James Youngblood Memorial Scholarship.  
Quade will attend MSU in the fall  

where she plans to major in Biochemistry.  
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Pine Belt Gifted 
Teachers’ Association 

 
  

Pine Belt Gifted Teachers’ Association was founded in 2005 by a small group of 

teachers from the Hattiesburg and Laurel areas.  The organization was created to 

bring the Pine Belt Area gifted teachers together to collaborate, share new ideas, 

and pursue avenues to enhance gifted education in the area. If you are interested in 

joining PBGTA, please email Lacy Dykes at lacy.dykes@petalschools.com.  You 

may also find us on Facebook. 
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Domino’s Pizza: Encourages Innovation 
and Entrepreneurial Spirit  

 Next time you order a pizza for delivery, note the insulated 

bag that keeps your pie piping hot all the way to your door. While 

you’re tipping the driver, take a glance at the car. Chances are 

you’ll spot one of those illuminated portable car-top signs. Now tip 

your hat to Glenn Mueller and the gang at RPM Pizza, Domino’s 

largest franchisee, because both the bag and the car-top sign are RPM innovations that have 

become ubiquitous in the food delivery business. Founded in 1981 by Mueller and his 

brother Richard, RPM is one of those franchisees that could almost annoy corporate with 

their steady stream of ideas, admits Jim Stansik, executive vice president of franchise rela-

tions for Domino’s. That is, if it weren’t for the fact that they’ve had so many big hits. The 

hot bag and car-top sign are two of the biggest, but there are others. RPM was the first in the 

Domino’s system to establish drive-thrus and carryout-only stores in smaller markets. It was 

the first to develop modular stores with components built off-site. 

NOTES 
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NOTES 

 
LAMAR COUNTY EXCEL 

WELCOMES YOU TO HATTIESBURG! 

 
BRIGHT MINDS EXCEL! 
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 MAGC welcomes Breanna Traweek 

to the 2013 Conference. Breanna is 

the daughter of Denice Traweek and 

the late Art Traweek. She attends  

Petal High School where she is treas-

urer of the  Student Council , a mem-

ber of the Soundsations Showchoir, 

and serves on the District Shared  

Decision Making Council . Other ac-

tivities include UCA All American 

Cheerleader, guitar, vocals, 2013 

Most Beautiful Junior Class, Top 

Three Best Soloists at MSC, Mu  Alpha 

Theta, and Mission Work. 

Breanna Traweek 

Petal 2014 Distinquished Young Woman  

State DYW Preliminary Talent Winner 
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